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COMMUNITY TURNS OUT TO SUPPORT 
WWII VETERANS OF MIDDLE TENNESEE AT 
1st ANNUAL “AMERICA’S GREATEST PICNIC”

Funds Raised will Help Cover October 12 Music City Honor Flight
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Nashville, Tenn.—October 5, 2011—Area community patriots and military supporters turned out to honor and raise funds for Middle Tennessee WWII veterans on Sunday, October 2 at the first-annual “America’s Greatest Picnic,” held at Charlie Daniels Park in Mt Juliet.  The event featured an entire day of live entertainment including performances by the legendary T. Graham Brown and Curb recording artists Martin Ramey, a children’s carnival, contests, historical military vehicle display and a police and motorcycle escort of local veterans.  Presented by Music City Honor Flight, a non-profit 501c3 which flies WWII Veterans to Washington D.C .to see the memorial built in their honor at no cost to the veteran, the event raised tens of thousands of dollars toward funding the upcoming flight on October 12.  
“It was a true honor to present this event and have a platform to recognize our WWII veterans in this way and educate the community about this charitable organization,” explained Ralph Bristol, Executive Producer of the Event.  “It is extremely humbling when you see this kind of true patriotism, pride and support provided by our community for these veterans.  The event was such a small thing for us to do for those who gave all.”  


Because of the generosity of the community, sponsors and performers, all money collected from ticket sales, food, games and on-site donations will go DIRECTLY to fund Music City Honor Flight’s, October 12 flight of 102 veterans to their memorial in Washington.  

Each flight costs approximately $60,000.  Because the memorial was built over 50 years after the war, many veterans are on fixed incomes, have mobility issues or medical needs that would prevent them from ever seeing it without the assistance of Honor Flight.  To date, Honor Flight Network has flown over 63,000 WWII veterans to the memorial, but has a waiting list of over 7,000.  

“We look forward to growing this event and gathering continued support for this cause while our veterans are still with us,” stated retired Army Colonel John Furgess, President of Music City Honor Flight.  

Today, there are probably just a little more than 2.7 million surviving veterans, but we are losing them at a rate of anywhere from 1,500 to 1,700 a day. 

Photographs taken during the day are available for viewing or purchase at http://tinyurl.com/americasgreatestpicnic-com.  ALL PROCEEDS FROM PURCHASED PHOTOS WILL GO DIRECTLY TO MUSIC CITY HONOR FLIGHT.  Event photos are also available at http://www.997wtn.com.  Click on the photo tab and select America’s Greatest Picnic.   



ABOUT MUSIC CITY HONOR FLIGHT & HONOR FLIGHT NETWORK:
Music City Honor Flight is a 501c3 charitable organization which exists solely to honor Middle Tennessee veterans for all their sacrifices by providing, at no cost to the veteran, medical assistance and transportation to Washington D.C. to visit and reflect at the memorial built in their honor.  Music City Honor Flight sent its first group of veterans in 2010 and is part of the Honor Flight Network, a national network which has assisted 63,000 veterans visit their memorials but has a waiting list of over 7,000.  For more information on Music City Honor Flight, visit musiccityhf.org.  For more information on the Honor Flight Network, please visit honorflight.org.  To see a video about Honor Flight Network and its work, please visit the following link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VoWKh_T6aA.
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For more information, please contact:
For more information contact:
Shelly Mullins (shellylynnwims@comcast.net)
“America’s Greatest Picnic,” Event Director
Music City Honor Flight
(615) 641-5542 office, (615) 516-7620 cell

[image: ]
image3.emf

image1.png




image2.jpeg




